
A NOTE FROM THE COMMODORE
By Donald Thinschmidt
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Lake Michigan, which is second to

none. Your ideas and contributions do

make a difference and we want you to

be involved. 

On November 22, 2008, at the Chicago

Yacht Club, Monroe Street Chicago,

Illinois, LMSRF will again have its

annual membership meeting to which

you are all invited to come attend and

contribute additional verbal input. You

will be provided an overall review of

LMSRF for the past year and also be

informed as well as participate in that

being proposed for the 2009 year,

which is rapidly approaching. Our

website and involvement should be a

must for every racing sailor on Lake

Michigan, which is the primary area

covered by LMSRF. However, LMSRF

also has it representation stated with

U. S. Sailing. The primary goal of

LMSRF is to foster local, regional,

national and international racing 

competition among wind powered

sailboats. Our membership is through-

out Lake Michigan, which for racing,

recording and representation purposes

is broken down into five respective

areas. To view the specific breakdown

of those five areas, I refer you to the

LMSRF website.

Anyone sailing on Lake Michigan can

and should utilize the information and

benefits, which are or otherwise can

become available through our associa-

tion. Of the many activities made

available to individuals desiring to

improve or otherwise become educat-

ed not only with the rules of sailing
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We have just been able to share an

absolutely outstanding sailing season.

Sadly, we are fast approaching it's end. 

It is now time to stand back, review the

year and begin planning for the 2009

season. Similarly LMSRF is also evaluat-

ing now for the coming 2009 sailing 

season so it can better serve its member-

ship in a prompt efficient manner and

further pursue the fulfillment of those

services made available through the

LMRSF organization. 

First and foremost, I would like to take

this opportunity to thank all of the

LMSRF staff, Board of Directors,

Committee Chairs as well as their

respective committees together with 

the race organizers, respective race

chairs, PROs and all who made the 

2008 sailboat racing season on Lake

Michigan the success that it experienced

for this past season. Such individuals

working through LMSRF have taken on

their respective roles for their love of

sailing. Such jobs, duties and assignments

are totally without compensation of any

sort yet pursued for the betterment of

the sport.

Presently the Board of Directors at

LMRSF is seeking the constructive

involvement of individuals who desire

to have not only to have a dream but

also the desire of pursuing it. LMSRF is

additionally pursuing individuals who

want to give some time back to the

sport and become actively involved in

the implementation of upscale objec-

tives with opportunities to have LMSRF

better serve your needs, while making

available opportunities and a bond that

are nowhere else available throughout
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OLYMPIC GAMES IN

CHICAGO IN 2016 AND

ITS IMPACT ON SAILING—

PART III
by Glenn McCarthy

While we have no idea if Chicago will be the 

winning bid city for the Olympics in 2016 

and have no idea what impact it will have on the

clubs and sailboat racing in Chicago, it is interesting

to look at it from the other side of the equation.

Friends were deeply involved in the organization 

of the Olympics in Savannah, GA in 1996. We

know that the Chicago Olympics are looking at 

a $10,000,000 budget to run the sailing event.

Some of that is for housing, food, medical 

attention and Olympic medals for the competitors,

some of that is for the security of competitors and

some of that is for race management. It 

has become tradition that a boat builder sponsors

the Olympics and provides a fleet of new power-

boats for race committee, judges, markset and 

others. With this, there is a need for operators 

to become part of the team to run high quality

races for the competition. We hope that no 

matter what happens between now and the time

the Olympics might appear in Chicago, that many

Lake Michigan sailors will become part of the

Olympic movement, extend their time and 

dedication to providing the best sailing event 

ever for the Olympics, leave a lasting impression

on the sailors as they return to their countries, 

as the payback will be future visits from the sailors

in these countries based on the graciousness of 

the host city of Chicago.  
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L M S R F  A R E AUpdate
AREA III REPORT
Once again, another season is behind us. Other than

a cold and wet start, we were pretty lucky in that

most races were completed. Hopefully all would 

agree that the racing was fun and fair, and that there

are no major

complaints. Now

it is time to start

planning 2009!

As we look 

forward to the

new season,

reflection on

what went well,

what could be

improved, and

what we could

do different is always helpful. We are eager to hear

any ideas for change, so please communicate your

thoughts and feedback to your yacht club's delegates.

You can also contact any of Area III's board (myself

included) via email of so desired. Remember, our

meetings start in October and are 90% complete by

Strictly Sail in January (so urgency is important).  

Our agenda already includes improving race manage-

ment, reviewing the pro's and cons of the Tri-State vs.

the Bi-state, and some significant changes to the web

page and online administration of races. No small

agenda, we will be sure to give the items more than

enough time and consideration.

Before closing, I would be remiss to forget thanking 

all of the clubs which were Organizing Authorities 

for our events, all of the volunteers that helped each

club and everyone that participated in Area III events

this season. Combining the schedules, efforts and 

participants from several clubs in our area of the lake

is somewhat unique to us, and should be celebrated

each time another season is completed successfully.

With all of that being said, good sailing to all!!!

Jim Gignac
Area III Vice Commodore

AREA IV REPORT
The 2008 season was highlighted by hard fought battles in all 

of our Area 4 series and our own Tripp Memorial Race.

The Offshore overall championship trophy was won by Que

Loco II, a Beneteau 44.7 owned by Dr. Brad Dykstra and sailed

out of Harbour Towne Yacht Club. They also won the Offshore

division one award. Offshore division two was claimed by the

yacht Bearly Movin', a Dufour 44 owned by Bill and Lisa Ruoff

sailed out of Macatawa Bay Yacht Club. The division three victor

was Rumors, an Islander 41 owned by Bill Osterink, sailing out

of Anchorage Marine Yacht Club.

The Tripp Memorial race was conquered this year by Willie J, a 

J-130 owned by Doug and Heather Petter. They won division 

one and overall. Division two was won by Que Loco II. Division

three winner was Rumors. Division four was claimed by Encore,

an S2 10.3 owned by Cork Boersma out of Muskegon Yacht Club.

Division five was won by Talaria, whose details escape me at 

this moment.

The Shoreline Championship was won by Trim, an Express 27

sailed out of Muskegon Yacht Club by yours truly. This series

(the Shoreline) is a great opportunity for smaller boats to move

short distances and compete in a series which supports our local

Area 4 yacht clubs.

The Lake Michigan Championship, a new series for Area 4 this

season, was captured by Spirit Walker, a Sydney 41 owned by

Vern McCain hailing from South Haven Yacht Club. This series

requires that boats travel and compete in the NOOD, Verve,

Tripp, Queens, and Mac, as well as our three Area 4 two day

buoy events, the South Haven Invitational, the Mac Bay

Commodore's Cup, and the Muskegon Governor's Cup.

Our Area 4 Boat of the Year series was won by Que Loco II. They

used strong showings in the Tripp Memorial, the Queen's Cup,

and the Clipper Cup (all firsts in their divisions) to eke out a win

over Ticklish, an SR-33 owned by Eric Landman that was second

in the Shoreline, Lake Michigan, and Boat of the Year series.

All told, twenty three boats vied for our Area 4 awards in 2008.

While down a bit from the peak years, it was a strong showing

in this economic climate.

Congratulations to everyone who was a part of our successful

season and please… tell others about our offerings. After all, the

more boats on the line(s), the more fun the game is.

Respectfully,
Bob Harvey
Area 4 Vice Commodore



4

In April, I received some of the most exciting news of my

sailing career - based on my Club 420 performances over

the past year, I was named to “Team USA” by the United

States International 420 Class Association to compete in 

late July at the Ladies class of the International 420 (I420)

World Championships in Athens, Greece the site of the 

2004 Summer Olympics. Being part of Team USA was a

tremendous honor as I represented the United States. This

provided me with an amazing opportunity to represent

Midwest sailing at an event which included sailors from all

over the world. 

Upon my arrival in Athens, I was excited to visit the past

Olympic site and check out the sailing venue. The day after

my arrival the team and I went to the venue and received

our charter boats. In the immense heat (over 100 degrees

Fahrenheit), we began inventorying our equipment and

putting together our boats. The boat work took us one and

a half days total, so we were not able to begin sailing until

the afternoon of my third day in Athens. 

The first day of practice was in light air. My crew, Kayla

McComb, and I worked on our boat handling together since

we had only sailed together previously for four days. The

next two days of practice were in heavy air, and Kayla and I

did not seem to be very fast on the upwind beats, although

our downwind speed was unbeatable by many of our fellow

teammates. We were very nervous for racing, however,

because our upwinds were just not coming together.

Opening ceremonies commenced

the night of the third practice day. 

It was very exciting seeing everyone

from all the different countries and

meeting some of the other sailors. We took part in the

“parade of nations,” marching as a team and carrying 

the United States flag proudly. There sure were a lot 

of competitors!

The following day was the first day of the qualifying series

to split the fleet of 78 into gold and silver fleets. Waiting in

line to launch I was almost shaking with the anticipation of

racing! Once out on the water, however, we seemed to be

having some trouble still and did not seem very in-sync. It

came time for the first start and we were ready to see how

we could compete with the other girls. We had a horrible

start and had to tack out immediately. Luckily, we were able

to find a lane on port and quickly got in-phase with the

shifts, much better than the European sailors could. Even

after having an almost last place start, it was looking like 

we were in the top ten! Coming closer to the windward

mark we had made our way up to 4th! Unfortunately, there

had been a 30 degree shift to help get us there, so the race

committee decided to abandon the race. We didn't lose

hope though because now we knew we could compete in

the top of the fleet! 

In the next start, we rounded the first mark in 3rd! We had

a slight malfunction with the spinnaker and lost two boats,

but that did not phase us and we continued to work the

boats in front of us and finished the race in 4th. For the

next two races the wind picked up. We did not do as well,

LMSRF GRANTS-IN-AID
COMMITTEE
By Stephanie Hudson

2008 Ladies 420 World

Championships

Athens, Greece July 2008

Kayla McComb & Stephanie Hudson

Stephanie Hudson
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Continued on page 9

but we finished top 20 in both and ended the day ranked

22nd of 78.

On the second day of the qualifying series, we had a tough

day, placing poorly in the first two races. The wind was

light and there was a lot of chop, which was difficult for

me since I am not used to those conditions. For the final

race of the day, however, the wind started to pick up. Kayla

and I somehow suddenly and miraculously understood

how to sail the boat in the breeze and started catching

boats like crazy. We were in 9th place rounding the windward

mark the second time on our inner loop course heading

onto our reach. We quickly passed a boat from France and

were closing into a pack of 3 boats. If we finished top 7 in

the race we would qualify for gold fleet, and that was 

looking completely possible.

Suddenly there was a 40 degree

shift to the left and the wind died

down to about 3-5 knots. We had

to sail upwind to the reach mark.

We made the mistake of covering

the French boat instead of cover-

ing the fleet, and when the wind

filled unpredictably in from the

original direction again, we lost

10 boats that had been to the

right of us. They also had

changed the course and finished

us at the reach mark, not allow-

ing us time to catch boats. This

taught us a big lesson in regatta

management - cut your losses.

We ended up being the 3rd boat

to qualify for silver fleet. Kayla

and I now had a new goal, to

medal in the silver fleet. The day

following the lay day we started 

out with a red dot on our sail (first

receives a gold dot, second a blue dot, and third a red dot).

As cool as it was to have a dot, the dots are just targets. 

The whole day was pretty light (not my forte) and we were

being targeted by a lot of other sailors as the ones to tack

on. We just couldn't catch a break. We ended the day drop-

ping back to 22nd in silver fleet.

Luckily, the following day was breeze on. Kayla and I

worked everyone and sailed very well. The breeze was from

the opposite direction this day, from land, so we had pretty

flat water and it was very shifty, just like how it was for me

growing up on an inland lake in Wisconsin. On the last

race of the day, we and three other boats were launched

ahead of the fleet by about 3 minutes (in 20 knots that is a

lot of distance and time!!!) because we were the only boats

who sailed the right shift out to the left corner and got a

huge left shift that put us way ahead of everyone. We 

finished in 4th! Unfortunately, we learned upon crossing

the finish that our start had been just a little too good… I

received the first black flag of my life. Now we had 3 races

we needed to drop, and were only going to receive 2 drops.

We knew we had a lot of work ahead of us to medal.

The third day of silver fleet racing was very similar to the

second day. We sailed very well again, moving us up to 12th

while having to eat a 32nd. We were only 19 points out of

4th and knew that with another day and 3 races in breeze

we would be able to move up into the top ten, possibly

even top 5.

Unfortunately for us, it was just a

little too breezy the following day.

With gusts over 40 knots, they

decided not to bring us out to

race. After de-rigging our boats,

we participated in the closing 

ceremonies and talked about our

experience. All in all, Kayla and I

were happy with how we had

sailed. If it had not been for the

BFD, we would have finished 3rd

in silver fleet. Our coaches, Zach

Leonard and Elizabeth Kratzig,

were extremely impressed with

our sailing abilities and with how

quickly we picked up the new

boat, especially in heavy air.

I returned to the States and two

days later flew out to upstate New

York to compete in the Club 420

North American Championship,

where I used all that I had learned

in Greece to lead me to win the

regatta with crew Laura McKenna and earn the title of

North American Champions, the first sailors from the

Midwest ever to do so! We also defended our title of

Women's North American Champions from last year's

championship.

Upon my return from North Americans, I left two days later

and am currently in the car on my way up to Kingston,

Ontario to sail a 470 for the first time at the Canadian

Olympic Regatta at Kingston (CORK). I decided to try out

the 470 because it is very similar to the International 420

and I miss the I420 already! And it is Olympic class double

handed boat sailed by women.

Team USA at the opening ceremonies.

(I am holding the “USA” sign.)



6

GOBLIN VS. SEAGOON

RULE 11, ON SAME TACK, OVERLAPPED
RULE 14. AVOIDING CONTACT
RULE 16.1 CHANGING COURSE 

“Room” includes the space necessary for the right of way boat to ”keep

clear” of the boat changing course, including any space necessary to 

avoid the rotation of her stern.

FACTS AND DECISION OF THE PROTEST COMMITTEE
At the time of the incident, the wind strength was 15 knots, with a

wave chop of 1 to 2 feet. Just before the start, both boats were on star-

board tack, and just below the starting line. Seagoon, traveling at 6_

knots, hooked below Goblin and established an overlap to leeward

while on the wind.  2 seconds before the start Goblin put her helm

down and rotated her stern into Seagoon. This caused an 8 foot gouge

with a 1 1/2 foot hole 4 feet from Seagoon's bow. Other damage was

done to both boats stanchions and life lines. Seagoon was on a close

hauled course for 1/2 a boat length before the collision occurred. 

The protest committee disqualified Goblin for breaking rule 11. The

protest committee also found that Goblin did not break rule 14 as 

she maneuvered. The protest committee also held that Seagoon did 

not break rule 14 because Goblin's maneuver was sudden and could not

be anticipated.

DECISION OF THE LMSRF APPEALS COMMITTEE
The Protest Committee's Diagram which was attached as part of the

facts found, shows Seagoon on a course slightly below close hauled and

FROM THE
APPEALS

COMMITTEE

From time to time the LMSRF

Appeals Committee will make

available, via this newsletter, the

results of some of its recent 

activities and decisions. Only 

decisions that will help increase 

the sail racing community's 

understanding of the Racing Rules

of Sailing will be included. The

inclusion of any decision is entirely

at the discretion of the appeals

committee. The opinions and 

decisions of the LMSRF Appeals

Committee are authoritative 

interpretations of the Racing Rules

of Sailing. They are not rules. 



7

approximately 1/2 boat length to leeward of Goblin. After

Seagoon sailed one boat length, she assumed a close hauled

course. Goblin during this time, was on a close reach sailing

on a collision course with Seagoon. The diagram shows that

Globin continued on this course for approximately 4/5s of a

boat length before she went head to wind.

According to the facts found and the protest committee's

diagram, Seagoon gave Goblin room to keep clear as required

by rule 16.1. The PC's Diagram shows Goblin converging on

Seagoon while the two boats were overlapped. After Seagoon

assumed a close hauled course, Goblin then had an additional

2 seconds (approxi-

mately 1/2 boat

length) to keep

clear. It was not

clear to Seagoon that

Goblin was not

keeping clear until

Goblin put her helm

down and rotated,

thereby causing a

collision and dam-

age to both boats. 

The finding of facts

and conclusions of

the PC support

their decision to

disqualify Goblin.

However, that por-

tion of the PC's

decision that

found that Goblin

did not break RRS

14 is not supported

by the facts found, and the PC's diagram. Goblin broke RRS

14 for the reasons stated above. Seagoon did not break rule

14 for the reasons stated above.

The appeal is denied and the decision of the protest 

committee is upheld except for that portion that found

Goblin did not break RRS 14, which is overruled. The LMSRF

Appeals Committee decision is that Goblin broke both RRS 11

and RRS 14."

ZYKLON VS. RUM RUNNER

RULE 16.1 CHANGING COURSE
RULE 18.1 WHEN THIS RULE APPLIES
RULE 31.1 TOUCHING A MARK
RULE 64.1(B) PENALTIES AND EXONERATION

Rule 70.1 allows a party to a hearing to appeal a protest 

committee's decision and its procedures but not the facts found.

FACTS AND 

DECISION OF 

THE PROTEST

COMMITTEE

In winds of 10 kts

and waves of 4 to 5

feet Rum Runner

(Boat A) and Zyklon

(Boat B) were close

reaching for the

committee boat

end of the starting

line. Both boats

started properly. At

5 to 10 seconds

after the starting

signal, Boat A was

abeam of the com-

mittee boat. At that

point, Boat B,

slightly ahead of

but overlapped

with A, changed course to weather luffing her headsail. This

change of course caused Boat A to go head to wind and

then fall off towards the committee boat. The protest 

committee disqualified Boat B for breaking rule 16.1

Boat B appealed stating that she was doing so “… because

the facts as stated are not true.” The remainder of the

appeal was a statement of facts different that the facts

found by the protest committee.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Any questions concerning there interpretations can be directed to Bob Sargent, Chair. (312) 201 9930, e-mail: rsargent@concenric.net

Continued on page 10
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CHARITABLE
GIVING TO

LMSRF
By Glenn McCarthy

We have had many boat donations made to
LMSRF through the years, everything from a
Beneteau 51, CM1200, to Stars and Lasers.
LMSRF is still open to receiving donated 
boats that are in good shape. Please contact
Glenn McCarthy at (630)592-5314 for more
information.

If you just have boat gear that you would like
to donate, we ask that you deliver it to our
partner at Nautical Donations found in
Crowley's Yacht Yard. For directions go to
www.nauticaldonations.org

LMSRF ANNOUNCES FIRST HALF OF
2008 GRANT RECIPIENTS

Phillip Norris - Laser Radial Youth/Male World Championship-New Zealand $  650.00
Elizabeth Morgan Kinney - Instructor Scholarship $  366.00
Jacob Den Boer - Instructor Scholarship $  402.00
Stephanie Hudson - Ladies 420 World Championship - Greece $1,250.00
Whitney Kent - Sear Cup $1,000.00
Richard Chapman - U.S. Singlehanded Championship (O'Day) $  650.00
Mark Johnson - U.S. Match Racing Championship (Prince of Wales) $1,400.00
Hunter Ratliff - 470 NA Championship $  260.00
Rick Strilky - U.S. Offshore Championship (Lloyd Phoenix) $1,200.00
Patricia McMahon - U.S. Women's Championship (Adams Cup) $1,250.00
Adelheid (Heidi) Rittmeyer - 420 NA Championship $  200.00

CONGRATULATIONS, AND THERE IS STILL $7,008.52 TO GIVE AWAY IN 2008. APPLY FOR A
GRANT TODAY BY GOING TO YOUR YEARBOOK OR WWW.LMSRF.ORG TO LEARN HOW.
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GRANTS-IN-AID Continued from page 5

All in all, the 2008 Ladies International 420 World Championship

was a great learning experience for me. I loved sailing the

International 420 and

the competition was

tremendous, as I had the

opportunity to compete

against the top sailors

from 24 other countries. 

I would like to thank 

the Lake Michigan Sail

Racing Federation

Grants-In-Aids

Committee for helping

make this experience

possible. I learned and

developed so much in

those two weeks, improv-

ing my starts, regatta man-

agement, and competing

at a new level. I am looking forward to sharing what I learned

with my Lake Beulah and Chicago Yacht Club teammates and

coaches, and hope to be able to help the next group of young

sailors develop into world-class competitors. I also hope to

help get the Midwest the recognition it deserves for producing

excellent sailors. I enjoyed the sailing so much and learned so

much that I am already looking 

into competing internationally 

next summer.

US Women's Team: Atlantic Brugman, Caitlin

Beavers, Kayla McComb, Sydney Bolger, Stephanie

Hudson, Nora Brugman

LMSRF
GRANTS-IN-AID

COMMITTEE 

Summary Report from the Adams Cup
Team, September 17-21, 2008

PATTI MCMAHON
SUSIE RIECK
LISA ALBERTI
ERIN NOYES

The regatta started with a one day 
registration, clinic, practice starts, and

practice race. We received an orientation
to the boat, lake, and weather.

This was followed by 4 days of racing. We
sailed 11 races, round robin. The yacht
club was amazing and used 11 of their

older boats, fitted them with new halyards,
lines, and sails which were bought by the

boat owners. 

The winds were primarily light and shifty.
The Race Committee did a fabulous job.

Each race was 5 legs and most of the races
had 1-4 Charlies (change of course). So it
was challenging for the Race Committee

and the competitors!

Our best race was a second place finish,
and our worst was a ninth place finish. 

We ended up in eighth place. 

We won the Ship Shape Award.

The event was well run, and the Oklahoma
City Boat Club was 

welcoming and sponsored a fair, 
competitive event. 

Thank you so much for the grant money. 
It helped defray most of the expense 
of attending and we are very grateful 

for your generosity. 
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but also the very art of sailing. They should look to LMSRF Membership for

assistance. Our involvement begins with the very young novice through the

advanced world-class experts. Because of the ever improving and available 

technology, which is available, it is our goal to become a resource second to

none in supporting the art of sailboat racing. 

This has been such an exciting year for sailors of all ages using the Lake

Michigan waters. What we are striving to achieve and further are looking to

each of you for your continued support and constructive information, sugges-

tions and recommendations on how we can better educate you and further

service your needs in the sailing arena. It is our intention and desire to increase

and expand our seminar coverage, including the area of race management from

a yacht club perspective as well as continue with the other seminars available

for your education and fully accessible from our website. However, feedback on

what you would like to receive from LMSRF is also necessary so that your

inquiries and follow up in that regard may be appropriately and completely

responded. We are pursuing sailors for our staff who want to give beck to the

sailing community. The various committee chairs, which serve LMSRF are 

there for you and your benefit. So much information as to what is available or

otherwise being offered may be readily reviewed on our website. Every sailor I

know is continuously attempting to improve his/her sailing skills and be fully

informed with events, participation and sailor involvement throughout Lake

Michigan. It is the continued desire of LMSRF to follow up in making that timely

available to its sailors in a readily accessible format for its membership. You do

not have to be a racing sailor to take advantage or utilize that made available

through membership in LMSRF. It is intended to educate and service our sailors

throughout our entire area. LMSRF Offers much more then race management. 

In my review of such services being so made available to its membership, one 

of the really outstanding programs is our grants-in-aid program to provide

financial assistance supporting various sailing opportunities in furtherance 

of the spirit of competition in sailing. Such may be available to sailors of all

ages. This is a must to review and understand. It is only available to LMDSRF

members and is one of the few such offerings you will ever hear of. 

Again, I wish to thank your membership for our tremendous success over the

past sailing season.  We look forward to your continued support and constructive

input. The services that we do provide, we are striving to ever improve, but we

cannot do it without your input, support and membership. Our Board and

Committees are totally voluntary working gratuitously out of the fondness for

the sport and a desire to see how they may give something back to that sport

through their contribution and involvement, that which they hold so dear. 

Again we welcome you to attend the annual general membership meeting on

November 22, 2008 and further service the needs of our membership. Check 

our website for the notice, time and location of such annual meeting. 

Thank you for your consideration in this regard. 

Respectfully,
Don Thinschmidt 
Commodore 

A NOTE FROM THE
COMMODORE Continued from cover

DECISION OF THE LMSRF
APPEALS COMMITTEE

Rule 70.1 provides that a party to the

hearing may appeal a protest com-

mittee's decision or its procedures,

but not the facts found. Therefore,

we can consider only the facts found

by the protest committee.

Based on those facts, both boats were

boats approaching a starting mark to

start, rule 18.1(a) applied. Therefore,

rule 18 did not apply. Sections A and

B applied. Rule 16.1 requires that a

right of way boat when changing

course give room to the other boat to

keep clear. The definition of room is "The

space a boat needs in the existing

conditions while maneuvering

promptly in a seamanlike way." It is

clear from the facts found that Zyklon

did not provide room to Rum Runner.

Rum Runner was compelled by Zyklon

to make contact with the committee

boat. This caused her to break rule

31.1. She was exonerated from this

infraction by rule 64.1(b).

The appeal is denied. The decision of

the protest committee is upheld.

FROM THE
APPEALS
COMMITEE
Continued from page 7
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LMSRF CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CALENDAR OF MAJOR OFFSHORE EVENTS

Chicago Yacht Club Offshore and Mackinac Winners Dinner November 1, 2008

@ The Chicago Hyatt Regency

Chicago Yachting Association's Yachting Ball @ Soldier Field November 8, 2008

LMSRF Board and Annual Delegates Meeting at CYC at 10AM November 22, 2008

Strictly Sail Chicago @ Navy Pier January 29 - February 1, 2009

Yachtapalooza at Crowley's Yacht Yard       March 21, 2009

For more information, visit www.lmsrf.org
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2008 LMSRF

“BEST ON LAKE MICHIGAN”
OFFSHORE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

2008 LMSRF OFFSHORE SERIES CHAMPIONS

BEST BENETEAU 40.7 ON LAKE MICHIGAN
1st Overall: TURNING POINT Bartz / Hardy / Schmidt

2nd Overall: COLLABORATION II Vickery & Jungmann

3rd Overall: LA TEMPETE Tom & Deb Weber

BEST BENETEAU 36.7 ON LAKE MICHIGAN
NO CONTEST

BEST FARR 395 ON LAKE MICHIGAN
NO CONTEST

BEST J/105 ON LAKE MICHIGAN
The Larson Trophy

1st Overall: MESSIE JESSIE Dorin Candea

2nd Overall: GiGi David Wagner

3rd Overall: RED PORT LEFT Martin McKenna

4th Overall: VYTIS Tom Petkus

5th Overall: EAGLE WINGS John Gotwald

BEST TARTAN 10 ON LAKE MICHIGAN
The LMSRF T-10 Championship Trophy

1st Overall: CHEAP THRILL Tim & Nancy Snyder

2nd Overall: WILD NORWEGIAN Arvid Eiesland

3rd Overall: WINNEBAGO Tim Rathbun

BEST LM-PHRF BOAT ON LAKE MICHIGAN
USS Constitution Trophy

1st Overall: FLAGS Bob & Cathy Sample

2nd Overall: SCOUT Hummert / Ruley

3rd Overall: ASSASSIN Dude Where's Your Boat?

4th Overall: CYNTHIA James DeVries



Steve Lowery and his Lake Michigan crew 

of Derrick Reig and Rory Lewis won the Richardson

Trophy regatta for LMSRF over Lars Hansen's LSYA

team Sunday (10/12/2008) afternoon in a hard

fought finals round that was not decided until the 5th and final match. The finals 

competition was so remarkable this year that a number of the semi-finalists and their

teams joined Steve and Lars on the awards podium in an afterglow around the Stinger-

filled Richardson trophy for some 90 minutes after the presentations!

12 teams from 5 lakes competed in the 2008 Richardson, the Great Lakes Match Racing

Championship, in a double round robin followed by semi-finals, petit finals and the final

championship matches, sailed in J-22's. The Lake Superior Yachting Association hosted

the 2008 Richardson at Wayzata Yacht Club on Lake Minnetonka Oct. 9-12, 2008 in near

idyllic fall sailing conditions, with light to moderate shifty breezes, winds varying from

about 6 knots up to 18 knots in puffs during the event.

Also sailing the Richardson Trophy Regatta for Lake Michigan were Mark Johnson and his

team of Eric Oppen, Dave Rappeth & Judy Woellner, and Richard West with his team of

Tac Boston & Tim Shambrook. The fact that LMSRF was invited by the OA, and was able,

to send a 3rd team to the event (at the last minute) is an indication of the perceived 

rising strength of Lake Michigan on the Great Lakes match racing scene. LMSRF teams

have won the Richardson 3 times now since 2003.

Half the competitors were first-timers at this year's Richardson, but any presumed lack of

experience was just not evident from the intensity of the competition, particularly during

the pre-starts as the event progressed into the 2nd and 3rd days of competition. This year

each of the 8 semi-finals slots without exception was strongly contested for.

The Wayzata YC race committee did a terrific job, keeping things rolling smoothly

throughout. This year the event OA provided for a strong umpiring team including two

international umpires, 4 international judges, 2 national umpires, 2 national / senior

judges and several umpires-in-training. Thus this event also served as a significant

umpire training event for qualifying new match race umpires in the Midwest .

This regatta featured the largest spectator fleet Sunday for the Richardson semi's and

finals in recent memory. Enthusiastic cheers could be heard around the course from 

15 spectator boats, some of them overloaded with onlookers, following half a dozen

attention-getting maneuvers that defended a lead / control position or resulted in a 

lead change during the final round. A good time was had by all.

RESULTS OF SEMI-FINALS - PETIT FINALS - FINALS
1 Lake Michigan Steve Lowery Highland Park YC
2 Lake Superior Lars Hansen Wayzata YC
3 Lake Ontario Peter Wickwire Royal Canadian YC
4 Lake Michigan Mark Johnson Neenah Nodeway YC
5 Lake Erie Josh Kerst North Cape YC
6 Lake Superior John Peterson Wayzata YC
7 Lake Ontario Sarah Bury Royal Canadian YC
8 Lake Superior MacLean Potts Wayzata YC

For further information go to: http://www.lmsrf.org/yrugl/R_trophy.htm (YRUGL Richardson page)

http://richardson-trophy.com/Home_Page.html (Wayzata YC OA page)

TEAM STEVE LOWERY CAPTURES 2008 RICHARDSON

TROPHY CHAMPIONSHIP FOR LAKE MICHIGAN
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Richardson winners are traditionally the first to

drink Stingers from the Richardson Trophy

Derrick Reig, Steve Lowery and Rory Lewis 

celebrate their 2008 Richardson win



Once you analyze how much in government funds goes into building

local baseball, football, soccer fields, etc., versus how much in 

government funds goes into developing sailing facilities for 

instruction, the percentage becomes too small of a number to print.

At LMSRF we are approached by Yacht Clubs who would like to

establish a Sailing School out of their facility for the first time ever,

and the cost to buy a fleet of Prams and 420's, trailers, a RIB with a

motor, get their instructor certified, buy marks, radios, maintenance,

insurance, etc. is close to a $100,000 investment in the first year to

get the ball rolling. This is well under what it costs to buy the land

for a field and groom it for a ball sport. But still quite a hurdle for a

club to raise the funds for as members who contribute typically

already know how to sail and would not benefit directly (unless

their children or other relatives are in line for the school).

Now a club can go out and establish a new corporation, get a 

charitable designation from the IRS and start fund raising with tax

deductible donations. Many clubs have done this, and it takes time

(typically done by volunteers when time is available), it takes up

front money to get established, and it takes time to raise the money

to buy and get the equipment and personnel established. Some

times, the energy runs out before the school gets established.

What if a benefactor came to LMSRF with the goal of establishing a

fund that works in perpetuity to establish one new sailing school

each year? There would be some process of application that would

show the sincerity of a club, show that there is enough critical mass

of students (marketing research) to sustain a sailing school, and

show a comprehensive plan to run a sailing school and to put 

aside income every year for the eventual replacement of the sailing

school boats and equipment, as the club would be ineligible for a

future replacement of equipment from this program (sounds fair,

doesn't it?).

The program could be expanded to include not only yacht 

clubs, but all not-for-profits including high school, collegiate, or

community sailing programs (these are not-for-profit run schools

on government land). With time, it would be expected that grants

could be made to entities in the surrounding states as well. A 

committee of LMSRF would review applications for the grant of a

sailing school to determine which organization is actually prepared

to take on the responsibility each year.

What funds invested in perpetuity would allow the granting of a

sailing school once a year? With today's market conditions, it is a

tough call, but it would seem that somewhere in the range of

$2,000,000 would establish this program and get it started.

So I too have a dream to have the funds available each year to

establish a new sailing school anywhere on Lake Michigan. Can you

dream this too? Can you turn this dream into a reality? Does this

inspire you to dream? Do you have a legacy you wish to create that

has no peer?

I TOO HAVE A DREAM By Glenn T. McCarthy

IT'S YOUR TURN
LMSRF is at a crossroads. A bunch of volunteers have decided that they have rowed the boat long enough and we'll

miss them. Today we need a whole bunch of new people to join the LMSRF Board of Directors. It is your turn. We

need you now. Have you been one of those wanting LMSRF to take a new direction? Have you been one of those

who want to understand the cost structure and figure out how to do it better? There is an underlying call for

LMSRF to get into the seminar business, and promote the sport of sailboat racing to the uninitiated more than 

ever before. Do you have the talents to organize seminars on a variety of topics? Most importantly, do you have 

the time to really invest to make this sport grow? Or is there someone who you know that would be a good 

addition to help run the sport? Call or email Don Thinschmidt, Chair of the Nominating Committee ASAP.

Currently we need:

• AN AREA I VICE COMMODORE (WATERS OF GREEN BAY)

• A SECRETARY

• A TREASURER

• AN OFFSHORE CHAIRPERSON

LMSRF 2009 Nominating Chair  |  Don Thinschmidt  |  269-343-1208  |  616-494-8866  |  dmtesq@aol.com

Each one of these positions includes the

right to vote as a member of the 

Board of Directors.
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FROM THE RC BOAT Eric Lind

READ - as much as you can find and not only have your new

rulebook at hand, but buy one of the new books that explains

the rules and the changes. Keep it handy along with your 

rulebook. You will find them both helpful as a quick reference

or should you end up in the protest room.

SURF THE WEB -  As I stated above, much is already out there

and much more will be. If you find something particularly

helpful, send it along to your crew and fellow competitors.

RULES SEMINARS - attend one or more in your area and

encourage your crew and other competitors to attend as well.

If none are available in your area, organize one at your Club 

or with your fleet. LMSRF has held a series of one day rules

seminars in the past that are quite well done and geared to

the serious racers. Two of our club members who are quite

knowledgeable of the rules do a one night seminar a week or

two prior to our first race in the Spring that is low key and

geared to the Wednesday night racers.

GROUP STUDY - form a 'hot-stove' sailing league and get

together with your fellow competitors once every week or two

to discuss not only rules changes, but everything about racing.

Assign a rule or section for each member to research and 

present at the next meeting.

The changes in the rules, especially Rule 18, are substantial

enough that it will only take one or two boats on the race

course next year that haven't studied these changes to create

mayhem. We've got six months or so to bone up on the new

rules and hopefully we'll see a smooth transition. If not, at

least it will be fun to watch from the RC Boat!!!

Most of you are aware that the Racing Rules of Sailing

change every four years following the Summer Olympics. 

As you are reading this issue, you may have already received

your new rulebook from USSailing. If you have not, the

new rules for the 2009 - 2012 cycle are available online

from ISAF at www.sailing.org/racingrules.php. Several

options are available to choose from, but the one that 

is highlighted to show the changes is undoubtedly the 

most useful.

Much has already been written about the new rules and

much more will be in the very near future. I have read that

Bryan Willis' book, The Rules In Practice, is available already.

Go to www.wileynautical.com/rules.html, where you will 

be able to read a sample chapter and have a look at the 

pictures. USSailing  tells me that Dave Perry's book will be

available sometime in November through them or your

local chandlery.

Several months ago I stumbled on to a blog called “Racing

Rules of Sailing - Look to Windward” which is available

online at rrsstudy.blogspot.com/. You can receive daily

emails or just review their posts online. I have found that

not all of the posts are of interest to me, but the discussion

pertaining to the changes in the rules has been excellent.

No doubt other blogs and forums are out there and more

will be popping up soon.

So, where do we go from here? As competitors it is not only

important to know the rules, it is your responsibility. There

are some substantial changes in the new rules that will

require some concentrated study and review in order to be

ready for the first race of 2009. Here are a few suggestions

that will hopefully help you to be up to speed before you

hit the first start line of the coming season—

3225  WEST  ST.  JOSEPH

LANSING,  MI  48917

WWW.LMSRF.ORG


